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House of Representatives 
The House met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. RASKIN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 25, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JAMIE 
RASKIN to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

You sent Your prophet Isaiah to Your 
people when they were in need of hope 
and vision. May Isaiah’s prophetic 
words guide us still. 

Send Your spirit upon this Nation 
and this Congress, that we may be open 
to hearing Your word and actively seek 
the salvation You alone can bring. 

Make of us, and the Members of this 
people’s House, a people of compassion 
and holiness. In pursuing the avenues 
of justice for all, may we be a sign to 
the community of nations. 

The issues of this coming week prom-
ise to be contentious. Send Your spirit 
of amity and understanding, that the 
proceedings of the legislative sessions 
might be a model of good governance. 

Lord, bless the Members of the peo-
ple’s House today and all days, and 
may all that is done be for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

NATIONAL DEBT 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in disappointment that, once 
again, the Federal Government is near-
ing another debt limit. Our national 
debt is a record $22 trillion. 

I blame both parties for this reckless 
and immoral burden that has been 
placed on our children. We do not have 

a taxing problem in Congress; we have 
a spending problem in Congress. 

Both parties have lacked fiscal re-
sponsibility over the past four decades. 
Both parties have operated in deficits 
when they were in power. 

Mr. Speaker, it will take both parties 
working together to control our spend-
ing. Our national debt is the single big-
gest challenge that faces our great 
country, and, surely, we can make it a 
bipartisan movement to cut unneces-
sary and wasteful spending while still 
funding our most important priorities 
of Social Security, Medicare, and our 
national defense. 

f 

PENN STATE’S THON 2019 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on February 15, thou-
sands of students from my alma mater, 
Penn State University, participated in 
a 46-hour dance marathon called 
THON. 

THON is the accumulation of a year-
long fundraising effort to raise money 
for the fight against childhood cancer. 
Since the first THON took place in the 
mid-1970s, students have raised more 
than $157 million. 

All of the proceeds go to the Four 
Diamonds at Penn State University 
Children’s Hospital. Four Diamonds en-
sures that families who are battling pe-
diatric cancer are not faced with any 
costs, allowing them to fully focus on 
the needs of their child. 

During the THON event, participants 
stand and dance 46 hours straight, 
without sleep. THON gives students the 
chance to stand in solidarity with 
those affected by this terrible disease. 

Mr. Speaker, every year, THON is the 
largest student-run philanthropy in the 
world; and every year, I am in awe of 
the passion and thoughtfulness that 
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